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THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF 911 IS NOW UPON US

September 11, 2001, is considered the worst day in history of New York
City.  I would also consider it one of the worst days in the history of the
United States of America.  The tragedy is compared to the attack on Pearl
Harbor some 60 years before.  It to, like 911, was an attack on American
soil by a foreign enemy.  

I really doubt that I need to remind you of what a horrible day
September 11, 2001 was for everyone, but I am going to anyway. 

I was off from work that day, because of an exercise injury.  My wife
was out of town on a business trip.  Our only child, Kim, who lives in
Dallas, was 8 months pregnant, calls shortly after 8am.  I was still in bed
and the phone woke me up.  First thing she said was “where is my moth-
er?”  Of course not knowing what just happened in Lower Manhattan I pan-
icked thinking something was horribly wrong with my child and or my
unborn grandbaby.

My point here is that everyone reading this article probably remembers
exactly what you where doing when you first heard that American Airlines,
Flight 11 crashed into the World Trade Center Tower 1 at 8:46 a.m. Eastern

For more information visit my web site www.houstonfirememorial.org.
Items include Houston’s line of duty fire fighters, and the deceased
retired firefighters. For a current list of deceased firefighters click on:
“Recent Houston Fire Fighter Deaths” from the site menu.

Standard Time.  
Because of timing, there were actually less people in building.  Most

started work at 9:00 a.m. and most were on their way to their respective
towers.  The two heavily traveled express elevators that went the distance
of the North Tower were not yet running.  These elevators led to the
Windows of the World Restaurant and the observation deck.  Both hot
tourist attractions saw thousands of visitor’s everyday.  This was one factor
that helped lower the death toll. 

When the North Tower was struck by American, Flight 11, the “pilot”
executed a classic terrorist attack of a high rise building.  This being, strike
the building in the top third of the building.  He placed the Boeing 767 into
the 110 story building, at floors 94 through 98.

This tactic sent smoke and fire very quickly upward trapping the occu-
pants of offices in the portion of the building above where the jet hit.  The
intense heat and flames and the impact of the airliner was the cause of the
estimated 200 hundred people falling to their deaths.  It is estimated by
USA Today that only 4 people who were above the 94th floor in the North
Tower found their way to safety.  

The occupants of the South Tower, unlike their counter parts in the
North Tower had warning that something was horribly wrong.  With this
warning they only had a short 16 and a half minutes before United, Flight
175 crashed into their building.  The ability of the workers on the north and
west sides of the South Tower to see the plane crashing into the North
Tower and to witness the horror of people jumping to escape the heat smoke
and flames actually saved many lives.  One woman from the South Tower
looked out after the crash to see a man standing in a window with his tie
flapping in the wind.  The man looked toward the lady then stepped to his
death.  The woman immediately left the building to safety and lived to tell
about it.  

The actions of the South Tower occupants in the next 16 and a half min-
utes is what determined weather they died or lived to see their next birth-
day.  Those located on the opposite sides of the crash could not see the burn-
ing North Tower nor did a lot of them even hear or feel the impact.  For
those who worked in the South Tower during the 1993 bombing left imme-
diately after word spread that the North Tower had been struck by a jet liner
and it was most likely not an accident.

There were problems created by this sudden mass exodus of the South
Tower.  In order to get down from the top section of either tower it was a
two elevator journey.  To get down to the ground from the higher floors one
would have to take an elevator to an elevator lobby, then get on an express
elevator to take a 45 second ride to the next lobby.  Then they would get off
and enter that lobby and ride the escalators down to the ground floor then
out the doors to freedom.  After the North Tower was hit that is exactly what
the hundreds of workers in the South Tower were doing.  

This however created a major problem.  If you recall the picture of
United, Flight 175 taken as it entered the building. The plane entered the
building at an angle, with its right wing going into the 84th floor and the left
wing going into the 78th floor.  The problem was that the 78th floor housed
one of those elevator lobbies I just told you about.  The plane’s wing creat-
ed a slicing effect thus killing someone but sparing the person they were
standing next to.  My point here is that this action of the “pilot” tipping the
wings in order “take out” more floors did major damage.  Because of the
mass exodus of the South Tower out of fear that their building would also
be hit, it was estimated that at least 200 or more people were killed at that
78th floor elevator lobby.  In the South Tower it was estimated that 600
occupants were killed, one third of those being killed when the left wing of
Flight 175 passed through the 78th floor elevator lobby.

So as far as civilians being killed, some of them had a decision to make,
if they made the right one they are still getting up every morning.  On the
other hand, the FDNY fire fighters, NYPD police officers, EMS workers,
and the Port Authority supervisors, police officers and security, none of
them had a choice.  They stayed to do their job and make sure that thou-
sands of World Trade Center workers made it safely out of their respective
tower.  

It has been estimated that this group of brave rescuers saved more than
25,000 World Trade Center workers that day.  I hope that every day since
and everyday from now on these “saved” souls live their lives to the fullest.  

Just so that you will know and remember, each death at the World Trade
Center was declared by the New York City medical examiner a Homicide.

All facts in this article came from various USA Today articles. 
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LIST OF LINE-OF-DUTY DEATH  ANNIVERSARIES
FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER:

September 01, 1982
THOMAS NORWOOD COOPER

Probationary Fire Fighter - Station 1
Fell off back of Engine 1 while in route to a trash fire

September 21, 1913
PATRICK O’HARA

Fire Fighter - Station 6
Fell off  Engine 6 while responding to a fire alarm pull box

LIST OF FIRE FIGHTERS WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED:
JOHN GILFORD ALFORD

Served HFD 1951 to 1973 - Died on August 28, 2004

VINCENT CHARLES MAURO
Served HFD 1942 to 1987 - Died on August 9, 2004

LARRY WAYNE STANLEY
Served HFD 1984 to 2004 - Died on August 5, 2004

JOSEPH RAY CANTRILL, JR.
Served HFD 2003 to 2004 - Died on July 21, 2004

ISHMEL WORTH CONSFORD
Served HFD 1954 to 1974 - Died on July 15, 2004

GARY KEITH PHILLIPS
Served HFD 1981 to 2000 - Died on July 5, 2004


